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(57) ABSTRACT

Systems and methods for providing mobile services using
short-range radio communication devices. A method may
include receiving a short-range radio communication (SRC)
device information acquired by an SRC-enabled mobile ter-
minal, authenticating the SRC device information, and allow-
ing amobile service to be provided to an SRC-enabled mobile
terminal in response to the authenticating step. A system may
include an SRC device information server connected to a
mobile network and an SRC device information database
connected to the SRC device information server, where the
SRC device information server allows the mobile network to
provide a service to an SRC-enabled mobile terminal upon
querying the SRC device information database for an SRC
device information match.
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING
MOBILE SERVICES USING SHORT-RANGE
RADIO COMMUNICATION DEVICES

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to mobile wireless
networks and, more particularly, to systems and methods for
providing mobile services using short-range radio communi-
cation devices.

BACKGROUND

Telecommunication carriers often provide location-based
mobile services. In order to determine whether a user has
requested a service from within an authorized location, a
carrier may identify the particular cellular or base station
servicing the user’s mobile terminal at the time of the request.
Carriers have also used Global Positioning Systems (“GPS”)
for determining a user’s location.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Certain aspects of the present invention are directed to the
localization and authentication of mobile users within a
mobile network. Other aspects of the present invention are
directed to the provision of services to mobile users based, at
least in part, upon their location. In some embodiments, the
present invention may employ at least one short-range radio
communication (“SRC”) device in order to localize, authen-
ticate, and/or provide mobile services.

In one exemplary, non-limiting embodiment, a method
may comprise providing an SRC device within a mobile
network, where the SRC device is operable to communicate
information to an SRC-enabled mobile terminal. The SRC-
enabled mobile terminal may acquire this information and
use it to access a mobile service. The information provided by
the SRC device may be indicative of the SRC device’s loca-
tion or identification. As such, the information acquired by
the SRC-enabled mobile terminal may be used by the mobile
network to localize, authenticate, and/or provide services to
the mobile user. In another exemplary, non-limiting embodi-
ment, a system may comprise an SRC device information
server coupled to a mobile network, where the SRC device
information server allows a mobile service to be provided to
a mobile user operating an SRC-enabled mobile terminal
upon authenticating an SRC device information previously or
simultaneously provided to the SRC-enabled mobile terminal
by an SRC device located within the mobile network.

DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an RFID system embodying one
aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram of a hybrid system embodying another
aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a first call flow diagram of a terminal initiated
service request embodying the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a second call flow diagram of a terminal initiated
service request embodying the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a third call flow diagram of a terminal initiated
service request embodying the present invention; and

FIG. 6 is a call flow diagram of a network initiated service
request embodying the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The inventor hereof has recognized that locating a mobile
subscriber by identifying a particular cell servicing the user’s
mobile terminal presents a number of problems. For instance,
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in rural areas, where cell sizes have grown to cover up to 20
km in diameter, or even wider, some customers may remain
within their “home zones™ even though they may not be at
home. Moreover, the inventor hereofhas also recognized that
using Global Positioning Systems in order to determine the
user’s location results in a very slow localization process. For
example, an typical A-GPS localization system can take up to
20 seconds or longer to locate a subscriber.

In one embodiment, the present invention may employ at
least one SRC device such as, for example, an RFID tag, a
Bluetooth base station or transponder, or a WiFi device such
as a wireless router or the like. The SRC device may be
provided within a mobile network and be operable to com-
municate information to an SRC-enabled mobile terminal.
SRC-enabled mobile terminals currently available include,
for example, the Nokia 5140, 5140i, and 3220 RFID-enabled
phones, among many other Bluetooth and WiFi-enabled
devices and phones made by a variety of manufacturers. In
one embodiment, the SRC device is physically fixed within a
mobile network. In another embodiment, the SRC device may
transit within the mobile network.

An SRC-enabled mobile terminal may acquire SRC device
information from an SRC device, for example, before
requesting a service from a mobile network. Upon a service
request from the SRC-enabled mobile terminal, the mobile
network may verify whether the terminal is authorized to
access the service based on the SRC device information
received. This information may include, for instance, the
identity of the SRC device. Alternatively or additionally, the
information acquired may include the location of the SRC
device. Accordingly, the mobile network may determine the
location of the SCR-enabled terminal based on the location or
identity of the SRC device. The location of the SRC-enabled
terminal may in turn be used by the mobile network to selec-
tively provide a service to the SRC-enabled mobile terminal.

In another embodiment, an SRC device information server
may be connected to a mobile network and may be operable
to allow a mobile service to be provided to a user operating an
SRC-enabled mobile terminal upon verifying an SRC device
information previously or simultaneously acquired by the
SRC-enabled mobile terminal. In one embodiment, an SRC
device may be pre-programmed with identification informa-
tion and placed within a mobile network. In another embodi-
ment, the SRC information server may push identification
information to an SRC device via the mobile network,
another telephone network, or a computer network such as,
for example, the Internet. The SRC device may then transmit
its identification information to an SRC-enabled mobile ter-
minal that is within its range. The SRC information server
may verity information provided to the SRC-enabled mobile
terminal, for example, upon receiving a service request from
the SRC-enabled mobile terminal.

The term “mobile network,” as used herein, may include
cellular networks such as Global System for Mobile Commu-
nications (“GSM”), Time Division Multiple Access
(“TDMA”), Code Division Multiple Access (“CDMA”), and
Personal Communications Service (“PCS”) networks, among
others. The term “mobile terminal,” as used herein, may
include cellular telephones, pagers, personal digital assistants
(“PDAs”), laptops, computers, etc. The term “SRC technol-
ogy,” as used herein, may include any short-range radio com-
munications technology now existing or yet to be developed,
including, for example, radio frequency identification
(“RFID”), IEEE 802.15 (“Bluetooth™), and IEEE 802.11
(“WiFi”), among others. The term “SRC device,” as used
herein, may include any device that is capable of using SRC
technology to communicate information to an SRC-enabled
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mobile terminal, including RFID tags, a Bluetooth transpon-
ders, and WiF1i transponders, among many others. The term
“SRC-enabled mobile terminal,” as used herein, may include
any mobile device that is capable of using SRC technology to
receive or acquire information communicated to it by an SRC
device.

Referring to FIG. 1, RFID system 100 is depicted accord-
ing to one exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In
this embodiment, RFID tag (i.e., SRC device) 110 is placed
within “home zone” 120, which may be a subscriber’s home
or office 115. RFID tag 110 may be passive, semi-passive, or
active. Furthermore, RFID tag 110 may contain an Electri-
cally Erasable Programmable Read-Only Memory (“EE-
PROM?”) or another type of nonvolatile memory for storing
data. RFID-enabled mobile terminal (i.e., SRC-enabled
mobile terminal) 105 is operable to read an RFID tag infor-
mation (i.e., SRC device information) from RFID tag 110.
RFID-enabled mobile terminal 105 is also operable to con-
nect to mobile network 125. Mobile network 125 is coupled
to RFID tag information server (i.e., SRC information server)
130. RFID tag information server 130 may be coupled to an
RFID tag information database (i.e., SRC information data-
base) 135, a services server 145, and/or a location server 140.

RFID tag 110 may be placed within home zone 115. There-
after, each time the subscriber initiates an action that requires
home zone verification, RFID-enabled mobile terminal 105
may begin a look-up session to find a nearby RFID tag. If any
RFID tags are within the RFID-enabled mobile terminal’s
105 range, an RFID tag identification information (i.e., SRC
device information) may be provided to RFID-enabled
mobile terminal 105. RFID-enabled mobile terminal 105 may
then send the acquired RFID information to RFID tag infor-
mation server 130. RFID tag information server 130 may
verify whether the provided RFID tag identification informa-
tion matches the subscriber’s home zone information. If there
is a match, the user may be granted home zone services by the
service provider. Otherwise, services may be treated as “non-
home zone.” Accordingly, if there is no RFID tag within the
RFID-enabled mobile terminal’s 105 range, services may
still provided as “non-home zone” services.

In one embodiment, RFID tag 110 may be a transponder
electronically programmed with unique identification infor-
mation. RFID-enabled mobile terminal 105 may comprise a
mobile terminal with an integrated RFID reader, where the
integrated RFID reader includes an antenna. The integrated
RFID reader may emit radio waves in ranges between one
inch to 100 feet or more, depending upon its power output and
the radio frequency used. When the integrated RFID reader
passes through the RFID tag’s 110 electromagnetic zone, it
detects an activation signal. The integrated RFID reader
decodes the data encoded in the RFID tag’s 110 integrated
circuit and its RFID tag information is passed to the mobile
network 125. In order to prevent fraud, once RFID tag 110 is
fixed in the subscriber’s home zone, it may not be removed in
working condition. In another embodiment, more than one
RFID tag may be used to define the home zone.

The present invention may be combined, for example, with
existing location services using cell ID technology. In such
case, each request to access services may also verify whether
the subscriber’s location matches the home zone cell ID by
using the location server 140. As one of ordinary skill in the
art will understand in light of this disclosure, the RFID tag
110 may be placed in a subscriber’s workplace, or in a public
area such as, for example, a retail store. Moreover, the home
zone verification process may be initiated by the mobile net-
work 125 depending upon which services the subscriber is
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requesting. Alternatively, the home zone verification method
of the present invention may also be initiated by the RFID-
enabled mobile terminal 105.

An SRC device such as RFID tag 110 of FIG. 1 may also be
used in public or commercial environments. For example, an
SRC device may be placed inside a retail store, airport, or
shopping mall. A customer visiting a store may operate an
SRC-enabled mobile which may obtain an access code from
an SRC device placed within the store. The SRC-enabled
mobile terminal may use the access code to obtain a mobile
service free of charge or at a promotional rate over a mobile
network. Moreover, SRC devices need not be physically fixed
within a mobile network. In another example, an SRC device
may be mounted on an advertising vehicle in order to tempo-
rarily provide a mobile service to SRC-enabled mobile ter-
minals within the vehicle’s range. Further, this reduced rate
service may be provided while an advertisement is displayed
on the SRC enabled mobile terminal.

Referring to FIG. 2, a hybrid system 200 is depicted
according to another exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. WiFi or Bluetooth enabled-mobile terminal (i.e.,
SRC-enabled mobile terminal) 205 is operable to connect
with external WiFi or Bluetooth-enabled RFID reader (i.e.,
SRC reader) 210. External WiFi or Bluetooth-enabled RFID
reader 210 is operable to read an RFID tag information from
RFID tag (i.e., SRC device) 110 upon a request from WiFi or
Bluetooth enabled-mobile terminal 205. As a person of ordi-
nary skill in the art will recognize in light of this disclosure,
Bluetooth, WiFi, WiMAX, or any other wireless protocol
may be used. This examplary embodiment does not require
that an RFID reader be integrated with a mobile terminal,
thereby taking advantage of several commercially available
mobile that are Bluetooth, WiFi, or WiFi enabled.

Referring to FIG. 3, a first call flow diagram of a terminal
initiated service request 300 is depicted according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In a first
step, RFID-enabled mobile terminal 105 requests service
from RFID tag information server 130. RFID tag information
server 130 determines whether the subscriber is requesting a
home zone service. If so, RFID tag information server 130
requests an RFID tag information from RFID-enabled mobile
terminal 105, which queries RFID tag 110 via integrated or
external RFID reader 105 or 210, respectively, and returns
RFID tag information to RFID tag information server 130.
RFID tag information server 130 determines whether the
RFID tag information received matches the subscriber’s
home zone information stored in RFID tag information data-
base 135. RFID tag information server 130 may also query
location server 140 to determine whether the cell ID matches
the subscriber’s home zone cell ID. If so, RFID-enabled
mobile terminal 105 is granted access to a home zone service
through service server 145.

Referring to FIG. 4, a second call flow diagram of a termi-
nal initiated service request 400 is depicted according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. This
embodiment is similar to the one depicted in FIG. 3. However,
before a service request originating from RFID-enabled
mobile terminal 105 is sent to the RFID tag information
server 130 through mobile network 125, an RFID read
request is performed in anticipation of a localization query by
RFID tag information server 130.

Referring to FIG. 5, a third call flow diagram of a terminal
initiated service request 500 is depicted according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In this
embodiment, the matching between the home-zone and the
RFID tag information may be handled by a Subscriber Iden-
tity Module (SIM) card within RFID-enabled mobile termi-
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nal 105. This particular solution may be desirable if, for
example, latency concerns require a more terminal-centric
solution. In a first step, RFID-enabled mobile terminal 105
queries RFID tag 110 via integrated or external RFID reader
105, 210, and returns an RFID tag information. Then, RFID-
enabled mobile terminal 105 determines whether there is a
match between RFID tag information and the home zone
information. RFID-enabled mobile terminal 105 may also
determine whether the cell ID matches the subscriber’s home
zone cell ID. If so, RFID-enabled mobile terminal 105 is
granted access to home zone services.

Referring to FIG. 6, a call flow diagram of a network
initiated service request 600 is depicted according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. This
embodiment is similar to those depicted in FIGS. 3 and 4,
except that a service request from RFID-enabled mobile ter-
minal 105 reaches service server 145, which in turn identifies
whether a home zone service is being requested, thereby
triggering an RFID read request to RFID-enabled mobile
terminal 105.

In one embodiment of the invention, short-range radio
communication (SRC) device information is acquired by an
SRC-enabled mobile terminal. The SRC device information
is authenticated, and then a mobile service is provided to the
SRC-enabled mobile terminal. The SRC device information
may be authenticated by determining whether the SRC device
information matches information stored in an SRC device
information database. The mobile service provided to the
SRC-enabled mobile terminal may be a promotional mobile
service temporarily provided to the SRC-enabled mobile ter-
minal.

The location of the SRC-enabled mobile terminal may be
determined based upon the SRC device information. The
SRC device information programmed into an SRC device
may include location information. The SRC device informa-
tion may be pushed to the SRC device via a network.

In an alternative embodiment, the present invention com-
prises a system in which an SRC device information server is
connected to a mobile network, and an SRC device informa-
tion database is connected to the SRC device information
server, where the SRC device information server allows the
mobile network to provide a service to an SRC-enabled
mobile terminal upon querying the SRC device information
database. The SRC device may be fixed within the mobile
network or may transit within the mobile network, such as, for
example, an SRC device attached to a vehicle, person or other
moving object. The SRC device may be an RFID tag, and the
SRC-enabled mobile terminal may be an RFID-enabled ter-
minal.

In another embodiment, the a short-range radio communi-
cation (SRC) device is transited or moved within a mobile
network. An SRC-enabled mobile terminal acquired an
access code from the SRC device. A mobile service is pro-
vided to the SRC-enabled mobile terminal when the SRC-
enabled mobile terminal accesses a mobile network using the
access code. The SRC device may be placed on a vehicle, for
example, and the mobile service may be provided while the
SRC-enabled mobile terminal is within range of the vehicle.
For example, if the SRC device was placed on a bus, train or
other public transportation system, users could access a
mobile service at a reduced or special rate via their SRC-
enabled mobile terminal. The SRC device may also be on a
mobile advertising vehicle so that users can access a special
or reduce rate for mobile services on their SRC-enabled
mobile device when they are within range of the mobile
advertising vehicle. Alternatively, the mobile service may
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push advertisements to the SRC-enabled mobile terminal
when the terminal is within range of an SRC device.

Although the present invention and its advantages have
been described in detail, it should be understood that various
changes, substitutions and alterations can be made herein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims. Moreover, the scope of the
present application is not intended to be limited to the par-
ticular embodiments of the process, machine, manufacture,
composition of matter, means, methods and steps described in
the specification. As one of ordinary skill in the art will
readily appreciate from the disclosure of the present inven-
tion, processes, machines, manufacture, compositions of
matter, means, methods, or steps, presently existing or later to
be developed that perform substantially the same function or
achieve substantially the same result as the corresponding
embodiments described herein may be utilized according to
the present invention. Accordingly, the appended claims are
intended to include within their scope such processes,
machines, manufacture, compositions of matter, means,
methods, or steps.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for providing a mobile service to a short-range
radio communication (SRC) enabled mobile terminal over a
mobile network, the method comprising:

receiving SRC device information from the SRC-enabled

mobile terminal over the mobile network, the SRC
device information acquired by the SRC-enabled mobile
terminal from an SRC device;

authenticating the SRC device information; and

in response to authenticating the SRC device information,

providing the mobile service to the SRC-enabled mobile
terminal over the mobile network.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising determining
the location of the SRC-enabled mobile terminal using the
SRC device information.

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising programming
the SRC device information into the SRC device, the SRC
device information including information regarding the SRC
device’s identification.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the SRC device infor-
mation includes information regarding the SRC device’s
location.

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising pushing the
SRC device information to the SRC device via a communi-
cation network, wherein the communication network is the
mobile network, atelephone network, or acomputer network.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein authenticating the SRC
device information comprises determining whether the SRC
device information matches information stored in an SRC
device information database.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the SRC-enabled mobile
terminal is a cellular phone, a Bluetooth enabled device, a
WiFi enabled device, a pager, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), or a computer; and

wherein the SRC device is a radio frequency identification

(RFID) tag, a Bluetooth transponder, or a WiFi transpon-
der.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the service provided is
one of a set of services available, the set of services available
determined at least in part based on the SRC device informa-
tion.

9. A system for providing a mobile service to a short-range
radio communication (SRC) enabled mobile terminal over a
mobile network, the system comprising:

means for receiving SRC device information from the

SRC-enabled mobile terminal over the mobile network,
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the SRC device information acquired by the SRC-en-
abled mobile terminal from an SRC device;

an SRC device information server connected to the mobile

network; and

an SRC device information database connected to the SRC

device information server,

where the SRC device information server executes a pro-

cess to authenticate the SRC device information and
where, in response to authenticating the SRC device
information, the mobile service is provided to the SRC-
enabled mobile terminal over the mobile network.

10. The system of claim 9 further comprising the SRC
device being located within the mobile network, the SRC
device including the SRC device information.

11. The system of claim 10 where the SRC device is fixed
within the mobile network.

12. The system of claim 10 where the SRC device transits
within the mobile network.

13. The system of claim 9, wherein the SRC device is a
radio frequency identification (RFID) tag, a Bluetooth tran-
sponder, or a WiFi transponder.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the SRC-enabled
mobile terminal is a cellular phone, a Bluetooth enabled
device, a WiFi enabled device, a pager, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), or a computer.

15. The system of claim 9 further comprising a location
server connected to the SRC device information server.

16. The system of claim 9 further comprising a services
server connected to the SRC device information server.

17. A method for receiving a mobile service over a mobile
network, the method comprising:

acquiring an access code from a short range communica-

tion (SRC) device by using an SRC-enabled mobile
terminal;

making a request to a mobile service provider over the

mobile network to provide the mobile service;
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providing the access code to the mobile service provider

over the mobile network; and

receiving the mobile service over the mobile network.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the SRC-enabled
mobile terminal is a cellular phone, a Bluetooth enabled
device, a WiFi enabled device, a pager, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), or a computer; and

wherein the SRC device is a radio frequency identification

(RFID) tag, a Bluetooth transponder, or a WiFi transpon-
der.

19. The method of claim 17 where the SRC-enabled mobile
terminal receives the mobile service at a special or reduced
rate.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein the mobile service
received includes an advertisement.

21. A method for providing a promotional mobile service
to a short-range radio communication (SRC) enabled mobile
terminal over a mobile network, the method comprising:

receiving SRC device information from the SRC-enabled

mobile terminal over the mobile network, the SRC
device information acquired by the SRC-enabled mobile
terminal from an SRC device;

authenticating the SRC device information; and

in response to authenticating the SRC device information,

providing the promotional mobile service to the SRC-
enabled mobile terminal over the mobile network on a
time-limited basis.

22. A method for receiving an advertisement over a mobile
network, the method comprising:

acquiring short range communication (SRC) device infor-

mation from a SRC device using an SRC-enabled
mobile terminal;

providing the SRC device information to a mobile service

provider over the mobile network; and

receiving the advertisement over the mobile network.
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