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EPASSPORT INCLUDING SHIELDING
METHOD
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APPLICATIONS
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CIP Ser. No. 11/382,050 filed May 7, 2006 which claims
benefit of provisional patent applications:
60/678,428 filed May 6, 2005, and
60/685,331 filed May 27, 2005.

The disclosures of the above provisional and non-provi-
sional patent applications are hereby incorporated herein by
reference. The disclosure of U.S. non-provisional patent
application Ser. No. 11/350,309 filed Feb. 7, 2006 is also
hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The invention is in the fields of electronic passports, and
more specifically in the field of electronic passports includ-
ing shielding and/or switchable RFID tags.

Description of Related Art

Radio Frequency identity (RFID) tags are typically small,
flexible, and low profile devices that can be affixed to items
for electronic tracking and information storage purposes. An
RFID tag can be read by an RFID reader when the RFID tag
is brought within a certain vicinity of the reader that is
broadcasting a radio frequency signal. In some cases, once
within that vicinity, the RFID tag receives sufficient power
from the radio frequency signal to permit it to transmit a
return radio frequency signal using the received power.
These RFID tags are referred to as passive RFID tags. In
other cases the RFID tag has an independent power source
for generating a return radio frequency signal. These RFID
tags are referred to as active RFID tags. With either passive
or active RFID tags, the return radio frequency signal may
include an encoded copy of information stored within the
RFID tag. As used herein, RFID tags include radio fre-
quency contactless chips.

SUMMARY

The invention includes the use of shielding in relation to
RFID tags. For example, some embodiments of the inven-
tion include shielded containers for storing devices includ-
ing RFID tags. These devices can include identification
devices such as passports, credit cards, or driver’s licenses.

Some embodiments of the invention include shielded
containers and RFID tags, the RFID tags configured for use
in determining a state of the container. For example, detec-
tion of an RFID tag can be used to determine if the container
is open or closed. These embodiments are optionally used in
event logging or security.

Some embodiments of the invention include shielding
attached to identification devices. This shielding may, for
example, be included in a clamshell configuration, as a
shielding insert, or as part of a page or cover.

Various embodiments of the invention include a container
comprising an RFID tag configured for determining if the
container is open or closed, and radio frequency shielding
configured to shield a signal from the RFID tag responsive
to whether the container is open or closed.

Various embodiments of the invention include a vehicle
comprising a receptacle attached to the vehicle and config-
ured to receive an identification device including an RFID
tag, and a radio frequency shielding attached to the recep-
tacle and configured to shield the RFID tag when the
identification device is placed within the receptacle.

Various embodiments of the invention include a purse
comprising a receptacle configured to receive an identifica-
tion device including an RFID tag, and a radio frequency
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shielding attached to the purse and configured to shield the
RFID tag when the identification device is placed in the
receptacle.

Various embodiments of the invention include a wallet
comprising a receptacle configured to receive an identifica-
tion device including an RFID tag, and a radio frequency
shielding attached to the wallet and configured to shield the
RFID tag when the identification device is placed in the
receptacle.

Various embodiments of the invention include a shielded
RFID device comprising an identity device including an
RFID tag, and a cover physically attached to the device, the
cover including a radio frequency shielding material con-
figured to shield the RFID tag in a first position and to not
shield the RFID tag in a second position.

Various embodiments of the invention include an identi-
fication device comprising a base including a surface con-
figured to display identifying information, an RFID tag
configured to transmit identitying information, and a cover
including a radio frequency shielding material configured to
shield the RFID tag when closed and to allow the RFID tag
to communicate with a reader when open.

Various embodiments of the invention include a passport
device comprising an RFID tag configured to transmit
identifying information, a surface configured to visually
display the identifying information, and an attached cover
including a radio frequency shielding material configured to
shield the RFID tag when the cover is closed, and configured
to enable reading of the RFID tag when the cover is open.

Various embodiments of the invention include a passport
device comprising a first cover part including identifying
information on an inside surface, a second cover part sepa-
rated from the first cover part by a fold, an RFID tag within
the first cover or the second cover part, and a page between
the first cover part and the second cover part, the page
including shielding configured for shielding the RFID tag in
a first position and not shielding the RFID tag in a second
position.

Various embodiments of the invention include a driver’s
license device comprising an RFID tag configured to trans-
mit identifying information, a surface configured to visually
display the identifying information, and a cover including a
radio frequency shielding material configured to shield the
RFID tag in a first position, and configured to enable reading
of the RFID tag in a second position.

Various embodiments of the invention include a credit
card device comprising an RFID tag configured to transmit
account information, an attached cover including radio fre-
quency shielding and configured to move relative to the
RFID tag, to shield the RFID tag in a first position, and not
to shield the RFID that in a second position.

Various embodiments of the invention include a shielding
device comprising a shielding material configured to be
temporally attached to an identity device and to shield an
RFID tag within the identity device, and an attachment
mechanism configured for attaching the shielding material to
the identity device.

Various embodiments of the invention include a passport
reading system comprising an RFID reader, and a base
disposed to form a slot between the base and the RFID
reader, a width of the slot configured for passage of a
passport in an open position such that shielding material
within the passport does not interfere with communications
between the RFID reader and an RFID tag included in the
passport.

Various embodiments of the invention include a passport
reading system comprising a first RFID reader, a second
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RFID reader, a third RFID reader, the first, second and third
RFID readers surrounding a passport reading volume and
being disposed such that at least one of the first, second and
third RFID readers will be at a proper angle relative to an
antenna of an RFID tag within a passport in the passport
reading volume to read the RFID tag, and also d