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Google loses massive antitrust case over its search dominance
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Mehta ruled Monday that Google's ubiquitous search engine has been illegally exploiting its dominance to squash

competition and stifle innovation in a seismic decision that could shake up the internet and hobble one of the

world's best-known companies.
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WASHINGTON — A judge on Monday ruled that Google's ubiquitous search engine
has been illegally exploiting its dominance to squash competition and stifle
innovation in a seismic decision that could shake up the internet and hobble one
of the world's best-known companies.

The highly anticipated decision issued by U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta comes
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nearly a year after the start of a trial pitting the U.S. Justice Department against
Google in the country's biggest antitrust showdown in a quarter century.

After reviewing reams of evidence that included testimony from top executives at
Google, Microsoft and Apple during last year's 10-week trial, Mehta issued his
potentially market-shifting decision three months after the two sides presented
their closing arguments in early May.

"After having carefully considered and weighed the witness testimony and
evidence, the court reaches the following conclusion: Google is a monopolist, and
it has acted as one to maintain its monopoly," Mehta wrote in his 277-page ruling.
He said Google’s dominance in the search market is evidence of its monopoly.

Google “enjoys an 89.2% share of the market for general search services, which
increases to 94.9% on mobile devices,” the ruling said.

It represents a major setback for Google and its parent, Alphabet Inc., which had
steadfastly argued that its popularity stemmed from consumers' overwhelming
desire to use a search engine so good at what it does that it has become
synonymous with looking things up online. Google's search engine currently
processes an estimated 8.5 billion queries per day worldwide, nearly doubling its
daily volume from 12 years ago, according to a recent study released by the
investment firm BOND.

Kent Walker, Google’s president of global affairs, said the company intends to
appeal Mehta’s findings: “This decision recognizes that Google offers the best
search engine, but concludes that we shouldn’t be allowed to make it easily
available.”

For now, the decision vindicates antitrust regulators at the Justice Department,
which filed its lawsuit nearly four years ago while Donald Trump was still
president, and has been escalating it efforts to rein in Big Tech's power during
President Joe Biden's administration.
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Sponsor Message

“This victory against Google is an historic win for the American people,” said
Attorney General Merrick Garland. “No company — no matter how large or
influential — is above the law. The Justice Department will continue to vigorously
enforce our antitrust laws.”

Justice Department argued that Google's monopoly enabled artificially
high prices

The case depicted Google as a technological bully that methodically has thwarted
competition to protect a search engine that has become the centerpiece of a
digital advertising machine that generated nearly $240 billion in revenue last year.
Justice Department lawyers argued that Google's monopoly enabled it to charge
advertisers artificially high prices while also enjoying the luxury of not having to
invest more time and money into improving the quality of its search engine — a lax
approach that hurt consumers.

Mehta's ruling focused on the billions of dollars Google spends every year to
install its search engine as the default option on new cellphones and tech gadgets.
In 2021 alone, Google spent more than $26 billion to lock in those default
agreements, Mehta said in his ruling.

Google ridiculed those allegations, noting that consumers have historically
changed search engines when they become disillusioned with the results they
were getting. For instance, Yahoo — now a minor player on the internet — was the
most popular search engine during the 1990s before Google came along.

PLANET MONEY

Is Google search getting worse?

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CkhIBvviYaIfbLuaJ1_sPpvK4qAP74uGNfMrXrIy2D5rD7_sHEAEgrbKaKmDJnqeM0KT0D6ABrveZ0gPIAQKpAugtc5ldY6g-4AIAqAMByAMIqgSqAk_QFzJ0pI2KK9pCLBzhlmIc1pnINSwwRoWJuKKeO9eynhWHqTrj-ZGjuPGyCQ2lpXA6xU1aKjMQYxA3H_anS2W1XClifLGa3yzQSDq09vU1Z5lNojsWEew6zy1RU8aQ_agmgUEd7iCZSKM2qVD32bO81kEYMjHJWx5ivbNFFEDABO7uH5tZ981-b5QyhVQSCSGJGXUcxwv90fKph1up4hUvuExNRycvUXnEjVyt-CBI6LF2pNT8XUNTzOwBcIO4uA9z3KWK4xqzFcYzOcg8atnR4lGOsARL8RnBPUx0_EiS__1OPEnYnWbDA3DhuN6aDvexcT4hFY3Y3_dCDROJRJPABzTX5ZHuHRJekmBr_x7dJNsbkRYRmQIf7hJc_E-58RqHrrm7m6gauaHABNnxwNmqA-AEAYgF78a5nCugBgKAB7qI5i2oB8TSsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCCkIgGEQARidATICigI6DYBAgMCAgICAqIACqANIvf3BOlj3pq_MgoGPA7EJaLaWSCNJvVOACgOYCwHICwGiDAgqBgoEgNexAqoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCNX0r8yCgY8DFebEdQkdJjkONeoNEwiu2LDMgoGPAxXmxHUJHSY5DjXwDQKIDv___________wHYEwzQFQHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXJBgBKiAvNjczNS9OUFJTZWNvbmRhcnkvTmV3c19CdXNpbmVzc7oXAjgBqhgXCQAAAAA4ERZBEgo0NTk3Nzc4MTIzGAGyGAkSAq9TGAIiAQDQGAHCGQIIAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIh7KzzIKBjwMV5sR1CR0mOQ41EAEYASAAEgIvGPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7AEA2abss8qMe_18R90FO7TJ0KbW7XE56qTojmclMjTaiBCW1yPV0haTDOPu1-hO-th42j4O2zdYXAzENrtgqnqCJpGAf3QlTNfByni0lRer-ODEwcm_O1_KKuRTlalLhNjEH9zX8XUPJfgmhetUYUrlUWm9RJRCppEQKSuy5JY5oEWpWcPGApfD8RFygtJyIvh5QKyb4rMMmsVe6oW1dVPCpP2E7tfIFpZYL4NZAMeZq-t5CHH5m3QAyDd24CxEyY2FIB_HF-Ax1kQSWImv6QYNjkwIHDtzzJZ3_BeYEUXqef45pc4q9ZmVRvcTDxgB&sig=AOD64_2QlADmFStssWilEKyjgyPF3cFFtg&client=ca-pub-8864803855381259&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://foreverspin.com/%3Fc%3D60cart%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D11602387823%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIh7KzzIKBjwMV5sR1CR0mOQ41EAEYASAAEgIvGPD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CkhIBvviYaIfbLuaJ1_sPpvK4qAP74uGNfMrXrIy2D5rD7_sHEAEgrbKaKmDJnqeM0KT0D6ABrveZ0gPIAQKpAugtc5ldY6g-4AIAqAMByAMIqgSqAk_QFzJ0pI2KK9pCLBzhlmIc1pnINSwwRoWJuKKeO9eynhWHqTrj-ZGjuPGyCQ2lpXA6xU1aKjMQYxA3H_anS2W1XClifLGa3yzQSDq09vU1Z5lNojsWEew6zy1RU8aQ_agmgUEd7iCZSKM2qVD32bO81kEYMjHJWx5ivbNFFEDABO7uH5tZ981-b5QyhVQSCSGJGXUcxwv90fKph1up4hUvuExNRycvUXnEjVyt-CBI6LF2pNT8XUNTzOwBcIO4uA9z3KWK4xqzFcYzOcg8atnR4lGOsARL8RnBPUx0_EiS__1OPEnYnWbDA3DhuN6aDvexcT4hFY3Y3_dCDROJRJPABzTX5ZHuHRJekmBr_x7dJNsbkRYRmQIf7hJc_E-58RqHrrm7m6gauaHABNnxwNmqA-AEAYgF78a5nCugBgKAB7qI5i2oB8TSsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCCkIgGEQARidATICigI6DYBAgMCAgICAqIACqANIvf3BOlj3pq_MgoGPA7EJaLaWSCNJvVOACgOYCwHICwGiDAgqBgoEgNexAqoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCNX0r8yCgY8DFebEdQkdJjkONeoNEwiu2LDMgoGPAxXmxHUJHSY5DjXwDQKIDv___________wHYEwzQFQHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXJBgBKiAvNjczNS9OUFJTZWNvbmRhcnkvTmV3c19CdXNpbmVzc7oXAjgBqhgXCQAAAAA4ERZBEgo0NTk3Nzc4MTIzGAGyGAkSAq9TGAIiAQDQGAHCGQIIAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIh7KzzIKBjwMV5sR1CR0mOQ41EAEYASAAEgIvGPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7AEA2abss8qMe_18R90FO7TJ0KbW7XE56qTojmclMjTaiBCW1yPV0haTDOPu1-hO-th42j4O2zdYXAzENrtgqnqCJpGAf3QlTNfByni0lRer-ODEwcm_O1_KKuRTlalLhNjEH9zX8XUPJfgmhetUYUrlUWm9RJRCppEQKSuy5JY5oEWpWcPGApfD8RFygtJyIvh5QKyb4rMMmsVe6oW1dVPCpP2E7tfIFpZYL4NZAMeZq-t5CHH5m3QAyDd24CxEyY2FIB_HF-Ax1kQSWImv6QYNjkwIHDtzzJZ3_BeYEUXqef45pc4q9ZmVRvcTDxgB&sig=AOD64_2QlADmFStssWilEKyjgyPF3cFFtg&client=ca-pub-8864803855381259&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://foreverspin.com/%3Fc%3D60cart%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D11602387823%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIh7KzzIKBjwMV5sR1CR0mOQ41EAEYASAAEgIvGPD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CkhIBvviYaIfbLuaJ1_sPpvK4qAP74uGNfMrXrIy2D5rD7_sHEAEgrbKaKmDJnqeM0KT0D6ABrveZ0gPIAQKpAugtc5ldY6g-4AIAqAMByAMIqgSqAk_QFzJ0pI2KK9pCLBzhlmIc1pnINSwwRoWJuKKeO9eynhWHqTrj-ZGjuPGyCQ2lpXA6xU1aKjMQYxA3H_anS2W1XClifLGa3yzQSDq09vU1Z5lNojsWEew6zy1RU8aQ_agmgUEd7iCZSKM2qVD32bO81kEYMjHJWx5ivbNFFEDABO7uH5tZ981-b5QyhVQSCSGJGXUcxwv90fKph1up4hUvuExNRycvUXnEjVyt-CBI6LF2pNT8XUNTzOwBcIO4uA9z3KWK4xqzFcYzOcg8atnR4lGOsARL8RnBPUx0_EiS__1OPEnYnWbDA3DhuN6aDvexcT4hFY3Y3_dCDROJRJPABzTX5ZHuHRJekmBr_x7dJNsbkRYRmQIf7hJc_E-58RqHrrm7m6gauaHABNnxwNmqA-AEAYgF78a5nCugBgKAB7qI5i2oB8TSsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCCkIgGEQARidATICigI6DYBAgMCAgICAqIACqANIvf3BOlj3pq_MgoGPA7EJaLaWSCNJvVOACgOYCwHICwGiDAgqBgoEgNexAqoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCNX0r8yCgY8DFebEdQkdJjkONeoNEwiu2LDMgoGPAxXmxHUJHSY5DjXwDQKIDv___________wHYEwzQFQHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXJBgBKiAvNjczNS9OUFJTZWNvbmRhcnkvTmV3c19CdXNpbmVzc7oXAjgBqhgXCQAAAAA4ERZBEgo0NTk3Nzc4MTIzGAGyGAkSAq9TGAIiAQDQGAHCGQIIAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIh7KzzIKBjwMV5sR1CR0mOQ41EAEYASAAEgIvGPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7AEA2abss8qMe_18R90FO7TJ0KbW7XE56qTojmclMjTaiBCW1yPV0haTDOPu1-hO-th42j4O2zdYXAzENrtgqnqCJpGAf3QlTNfByni0lRer-ODEwcm_O1_KKuRTlalLhNjEH9zX8XUPJfgmhetUYUrlUWm9RJRCppEQKSuy5JY5oEWpWcPGApfD8RFygtJyIvh5QKyb4rMMmsVe6oW1dVPCpP2E7tfIFpZYL4NZAMeZq-t5CHH5m3QAyDd24CxEyY2FIB_HF-Ax1kQSWImv6QYNjkwIHDtzzJZ3_BeYEUXqef45pc4q9ZmVRvcTDxgB&sig=AOD64_2QlADmFStssWilEKyjgyPF3cFFtg&client=ca-pub-8864803855381259&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://foreverspin.com/%3Fc%3D60cart%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D11602387823%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIh7KzzIKBjwMV5sR1CR0mOQ41EAEYASAAEgIvGPD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CkhIBvviYaIfbLuaJ1_sPpvK4qAP74uGNfMrXrIy2D5rD7_sHEAEgrbKaKmDJnqeM0KT0D6ABrveZ0gPIAQKpAugtc5ldY6g-4AIAqAMByAMIqgSqAk_QFzJ0pI2KK9pCLBzhlmIc1pnINSwwRoWJuKKeO9eynhWHqTrj-ZGjuPGyCQ2lpXA6xU1aKjMQYxA3H_anS2W1XClifLGa3yzQSDq09vU1Z5lNojsWEew6zy1RU8aQ_agmgUEd7iCZSKM2qVD32bO81kEYMjHJWx5ivbNFFEDABO7uH5tZ981-b5QyhVQSCSGJGXUcxwv90fKph1up4hUvuExNRycvUXnEjVyt-CBI6LF2pNT8XUNTzOwBcIO4uA9z3KWK4xqzFcYzOcg8atnR4lGOsARL8RnBPUx0_EiS__1OPEnYnWbDA3DhuN6aDvexcT4hFY3Y3_dCDROJRJPABzTX5ZHuHRJekmBr_x7dJNsbkRYRmQIf7hJc_E-58RqHrrm7m6gauaHABNnxwNmqA-AEAYgF78a5nCugBgKAB7qI5i2oB8TSsQKoB6a-G6gHzM6xAqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHmgaoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCCkIgGEQARidATICigI6DYBAgMCAgICAqIACqANIvf3BOlj3pq_MgoGPA7EJaLaWSCNJvVOACgOYCwHICwGiDAgqBgoEgNexAqoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCNX0r8yCgY8DFebEdQkdJjkONeoNEwiu2LDMgoGPAxXmxHUJHSY5DjXwDQKIDv___________wHYEwzQFQHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXJBgBKiAvNjczNS9OUFJTZWNvbmRhcnkvTmV3c19CdXNpbmVzc7oXAjgBqhgXCQAAAAA4ERZBEgo0NTk3Nzc4MTIzGAGyGAkSAq9TGAIiAQDQGAHCGQIIAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIh7KzzIKBjwMV5sR1CR0mOQ41EAEYASAAEgIvGPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7AEA2abss8qMe_18R90FO7TJ0KbW7XE56qTojmclMjTaiBCW1yPV0haTDOPu1-hO-th42j4O2zdYXAzENrtgqnqCJpGAf3QlTNfByni0lRer-ODEwcm_O1_KKuRTlalLhNjEH9zX8XUPJfgmhetUYUrlUWm9RJRCppEQKSuy5JY5oEWpWcPGApfD8RFygtJyIvh5QKyb4rMMmsVe6oW1dVPCpP2E7tfIFpZYL4NZAMeZq-t5CHH5m3QAyDd24CxEyY2FIB_HF-Ax1kQSWImv6QYNjkwIHDtzzJZ3_BeYEUXqef45pc4q9ZmVRvcTDxgB&sig=AOD64_2QlADmFStssWilEKyjgyPF3cFFtg&client=ca-pub-8864803855381259&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://foreverspin.com/%3Fc%3D60cart%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D11602387823%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIh7KzzIKBjwMV5sR1CR0mOQ41EAEYASAAEgIvGPD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ASp5-QBmG6k_mgpZX6WAG7FvNeOHRQO9Dx_7JDJ0wrTjdiy7JBl-qG9Ot3WA72CTa53r9jbibiMh2cPoP8HVqU8kPMZFL3j_qbXUHFCm3LJnt8bW8NIvYZsB5oH-eA1toNrwMhvldB1HrnyLvWDs09DiDJ1F2AvWOXxEXlCr2EIVQQOXeMxhOG1SjwA1C7E6ZFSSLUZZL-cLmKU45shIYpz5iL299Vw0mwjVTDMGi-szDYNVJ_H4cH6u9WwpOYZiK3aOOrcHRNPGOShh8n-d6XpGILSIR9DlbLw5-Go3thfW89e7-dIymZmCc2dTAFL71Cn81b0iV-88S3gT7NyJtG1Jc7fr6BIv4ueVsiifR9F8rZTmiAzNknGTUA4ZWtncvNa1qK_3zfGgd4pk1TL-kY_awICO1mGMa8cHDg3lUj4WTgkg-6D6piXfgdpO_zfdMm1rhkwBTHaokqffP-HUs78P_RbKFoIFn0A49kXDXJSLo0VAafPkop8C76J9apc-_8U5SXxoVWALjTxHqJcsWyVw9bVbQosS3eEufaJrGtLssHPL14oUtJCozk2afoAMYuTrOIjPBdxOZsoYJ4Pb9qUPl2KQPx8Io8Dmmby6kl6rZjGYOXmttnWH5sr7SM27Yzssf5fUKc8I4e5NHYUYOX50oJPvLH7mHel_xEO4JAEYYZAUJCa-XOQDEBmCpDRUyKCRUX0ilsi_5i3n2_ybntmaSvdwxOaJt6mtU9OAJ5RJdKjN00iktv8ON3aAq-m17ppkLWTkUZINCAZnkRReMcvC7rGgJ-RbJXjSGzen_cHRYTeODbL5ZPYQBbHwFF-q0PttdriqYKIPs_NLVeiQWbARQq5hkg4P_9XJWJXfodFZKKGvPK6C5hFNPA7z7FP2VtMqZVDtvU7bLJgOONx8D5HxsrcRbpxwt10dmCQWH2yz-KEQOC3JaMlbBzknH0UTE6KSeofFHR4DPxKp5p255dscqEoxTjYHrsANgtIKyRphS2kSH_j5DFVdFEbRdCsz4Jh9ypwAx0GBXg8P-iaSt6WoZn6KQ87le2xnPOYBuO5NcztzamfIdpqPcan1-bFvaEkLueWqxC1WS7K_RTT7gpq6k49vaqscVOcjL7kpKJs7pXpxNgw2HJ4hE-x4A-fMrYP-LNRVfJ7nFc4Y_zvG6xuByURY7YmJr3XWXpW9B0U0W4rYqBvZcWrkYK1jom19MY1Q8TvfNcCAQzOoAVBvnR0K54pNOy4fClpE4hvOTazajbhl4jOAaJ8UGNuoQJd0k0meVnTibdSOJ5nLQcRH2HZzWpboqtiVo54E1uMsJes6jeEDJEslTp54V0JicGQ5v7d-2kuxpTP4vxh20IMcQHG9hm4z4I6uIOf442rb7j8E5QrHsVlgO005lyNOA35sk_cegp8MboQy5QFKED4xHnSjAlbEK3cMzLe7Q81_InRFrXCPf1aMJ7CAPN1GD0RDUyNVXdy2HMgfYuawKCvfcrfsKFXywwlQr-T4M51lFVrPw5as1cwkXpXqCM7WBNsBYlu-GemCBUw8scJEBRMaW3pVTbo4ZnRf2fc_zVFALDTLwUZ5ywi24u8CnPd8rZh7eMF3bCEDruG0bsvYt96G55-e4PqY9rbmYG8ZkXzO6i02iGxIQyxV1Tk9TbM_hwgpCHOAHewRvBSkresw2Q9_5WP09jbfTYPpcNp3WFecXsVkMqEY83YRzjMUiLT1R70L0Kgh2Mp6tHvIKa6b1R_YaBy0LdgIvGJN886LdHHvpAzlmi3ODEZL5AAexJNcvyWls0VDOQiPvF6OPIBIn_GOo1mVxlwIqpFg03pRJLZzlQZc0fcmoxlYX6H59JpyoY2UKxT8lQQGVep2ke8u5szPMheF84f9HUjyHR8BKOvvApQwcWrlH6BJrrskgmkoMBHmE0Dtl8o2kN0YI02CzdJjd-utRmGNi6d996n458RkVnSWzNucqBtO440OW5qTNlJihVKPv774NsL7I08jPeQTqWa-twMB-p4bcpbu5bnWGmo8ceKwMCqwDqYBTEVS1Rb-ttga2pvnf0-9C2b0waMfMFDrIRrFK08pEWPyH6LvQf0dfzjm9Hn2Bwd4I_uzmIu_JhUsMyrt2q4rbFpiJQauLGWK7M9QNjSAaVdWTkSaYsjf_GZ8bPXGED4dE6EbJdZ-Jnw7-7mkIzGqgd9Ccz8LBTMGOH7oEN79Hs4VJ7aJW9t5sVVXFKRLiVVOO21MR2WYZf0tN1jsUb-BXHl18Tr16OFTSvKM6rOVgSnosC3729GDyNs39QPwR8f5uD3BgawEkQUAtGWa4SV7ioSWtYq0ugHjM20QxFu6UcpaqwaVLIlghCuhGBf788G5OVjwfuCLH8jDy75q3Ic970B0U8Vtn9VngZYjAJJtHuGfmH82D_ctxJvOtQytB1EeenLAL8wEYibBeguWZUAHPjIzF0bNdVywTe_ZAqXNt0KlxLI_TcGcuEE4S2MuZAEnI-WW2sgsWqOXbI9EJDamg5UdUg3N9O8m42c71UkT7AInQ2ZcW_R0DYL5qfJo-DA1YqWBKKi96E65zF3RSbRChFTwZ0Ah5Z65drq7JEJbvixoFlFwhfItQpBuOE-RUdaZPJpPVekmI9W-KWpCvVLeddm7BbBKUwsYoBZdFFH_3zOHTwv6GsFq8VP4rel2x4x2xbKk6PjjMNVT1OELVGznw28fLJhk2HCDcU64GUtV6IKmunS9VEDmWu50vPJCPXsaGO7uDZOt3vIkOXwGnaa-OZ64C6A3YtCY9C4RUWV50np_9uc8GsKeJmbu6EpID4xtOsC0RFeNEjkT5JW3DsidBKtaA8-xV2lxv6x28MfPlUJA5_dwco5o_ATBaLGrTQyWWbJ8QFDCZ5GYZF9NhAnIiFzMM7A&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ASp5-QBmG6k_mgpZX6WAG7FvNeOHRQO9Dx_7JDJ0wrTjdiy7JBl-qG9Ot3WA72CTa53r9jbibiMh2cPoP8HVqU8kPMZFL3j_qbXUHFCm3LJnt8bW8NIvYZsB5oH-eA1toNrwMhvldB1HrnyLvWDs09DiDJ1F2AvWOXxEXlCr2EIVQQOXeMxhOG1SjwA1C7E6ZFSSLUZZL-cLmKU45shIYpz5iL299Vw0mwjVTDMGi-szDYNVJ_H4cH6u9WwpOYZiK3aOOrcHRNPGOShh8n-d6XpGILSIR9DlbLw5-Go3thfW89e7-dIymZmCc2dTAFL71Cn81b0iV-88S3gT7NyJtG1Jc7fr6BIv4ueVsiifR9F8rZTmiAzNknGTUA4ZWtncvNa1qK_3zfGgd4pk1TL-kY_awICO1mGMa8cHDg3lUj4WTgkg-6D6piXfgdpO_zfdMm1rhkwBTHaokqffP-HUs78P_RbKFoIFn0A49kXDXJSLo0VAafPkop8C76J9apc-_8U5SXxoVWALjTxHqJcsWyVw9bVbQosS3eEufaJrGtLssHPL14oUtJCozk2afoAMYuTrOIjPBdxOZsoYJ4Pb9qUPl2KQPx8Io8Dmmby6kl6rZjGYOXmttnWH5sr7SM27Yzssf5fUKc8I4e5NHYUYOX50oJPvLH7mHel_xEO4JAEYYZAUJCa-XOQDEBmCpDRUyKCRUX0ilsi_5i3n2_ybntmaSvdwxOaJt6mtU9OAJ5RJdKjN00iktv8ON3aAq-m17ppkLWTkUZINCAZnkRReMcvC7rGgJ-RbJXjSGzen_cHRYTeODbL5ZPYQBbHwFF-q0PttdriqYKIPs_NLVeiQWbARQq5hkg4P_9XJWJXfodFZKKGvPK6C5hFNPA7z7FP2VtMqZVDtvU7bLJgOONx8D5HxsrcRbpxwt10dmCQWH2yz-KEQOC3JaMlbBzknH0UTE6KSeofFHR4DPxKp5p255dscqEoxTjYHrsANgtIKyRphS2kSH_j5DFVdFEbRdCsz4Jh9ypwAx0GBXg8P-iaSt6WoZn6KQ87le2xnPOYBuO5NcztzamfIdpqPcan1-bFvaEkLueWqxC1WS7K_RTT7gpq6k49vaqscVOcjL7kpKJs7pXpxNgw2HJ4hE-x4A-fMrYP-LNRVfJ7nFc4Y_zvG6xuByURY7YmJr3XWXpW9B0U0W4rYqBvZcWrkYK1jom19MY1Q8TvfNcCAQzOoAVBvnR0K54pNOy4fClpE4hvOTazajbhl4jOAaJ8UGNuoQJd0k0meVnTibdSOJ5nLQcRH2HZzWpboqtiVo54E1uMsJes6jeEDJEslTp54V0JicGQ5v7d-2kuxpTP4vxh20IMcQHG9hm4z4I6uIOf442rb7j8E5QrHsVlgO005lyNOA35sk_cegp8MboQy5QFKED4xHnSjAlbEK3cMzLe7Q81_InRFrXCPf1aMJ7CAPN1GD0RDUyNVXdy2HMgfYuawKCvfcrfsKFXywwlQr-T4M51lFVrPw5as1cwkXpXqCM7WBNsBYlu-GemCBUw8scJEBRMaW3pVTbo4ZnRf2fc_zVFALDTLwUZ5ywi24u8CnPd8rZh7eMF3bCEDruG0bsvYt96G55-e4PqY9rbmYG8ZkXzO6i02iGxIQyxV1Tk9TbM_hwgpCHOAHewRvBSkresw2Q9_5WP09jbfTYPpcNp3WFecXsVkMqEY83YRzjMUiLT1R70L0Kgh2Mp6tHvIKa6b1R_YaBy0LdgIvGJN886LdHHvpAzlmi3ODEZL5AAexJNcvyWls0VDOQiPvF6OPIBIn_GOo1mVxlwIqpFg03pRJLZzlQZc0fcmoxlYX6H59JpyoY2UKxT8lQQGVep2ke8u5szPMheF84f9HUjyHR8BKOvvApQwcWrlH6BJrrskgmkoMBHmE0Dtl8o2kN0YI02CzdJjd-utRmGNi6d996n458RkVnSWzNucqBtO440OW5qTNlJihVKPv774NsL7I08jPeQTqWa-twMB-p4bcpbu5bnWGmo8ceKwMCqwDqYBTEVS1Rb-ttga2pvnf0-9C2b0waMfMFDrIRrFK08pEWPyH6LvQf0dfzjm9Hn2Bwd4I_uzmIu_JhUsMyrt2q4rbFpiJQauLGWK7M9QNjSAaVdWTkSaYsjf_GZ8bPXGED4dE6EbJdZ-Jnw7-7mkIzGqgd9Ccz8LBTMGOH7oEN79Hs4VJ7aJW9t5sVVXFKRLiVVOO21MR2WYZf0tN1jsUb-BXHl18Tr16OFTSvKM6rOVgSnosC3729GDyNs39QPwR8f5uD3BgawEkQUAtGWa4SV7ioSWtYq0ugHjM20QxFu6UcpaqwaVLIlghCuhGBf788G5OVjwfuCLH8jDy75q3Ic970B0U8Vtn9VngZYjAJJtHuGfmH82D_ctxJvOtQytB1EeenLAL8wEYibBeguWZUAHPjIzF0bNdVywTe_ZAqXNt0KlxLI_TcGcuEE4S2MuZAEnI-WW2sgsWqOXbI9EJDamg5UdUg3N9O8m42c71UkT7AInQ2ZcW_R0DYL5qfJo-DA1YqWBKKi96E65zF3RSbRChFTwZ0Ah5Z65drq7JEJbvixoFlFwhfItQpBuOE-RUdaZPJpPVekmI9W-KWpCvVLeddm7BbBKUwsYoBZdFFH_3zOHTwv6GsFq8VP4rel2x4x2xbKk6PjjMNVT1OELVGznw28fLJhk2HCDcU64GUtV6IKmunS9VEDmWu50vPJCPXsaGO7uDZOt3vIkOXwGnaa-OZ64C6A3YtCY9C4RUWV50np_9uc8GsKeJmbu6EpID4xtOsC0RFeNEjkT5JW3DsidBKtaA8-xV2lxv6x28MfPlUJA5_dwco5o_ATBaLGrTQyWWbJ8QFDCZ5GYZF9NhAnIiFzMM7A&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ASp5-QBmG6k_mgpZX6WAG7FvNeOHRQO9Dx_7JDJ0wrTjdiy7JBl-qG9Ot3WA72CTa53r9jbibiMh2cPoP8HVqU8kPMZFL3j_qbXUHFCm3LJnt8bW8NIvYZsB5oH-eA1toNrwMhvldB1HrnyLvWDs09DiDJ1F2AvWOXxEXlCr2EIVQQOXeMxhOG1SjwA1C7E6ZFSSLUZZL-cLmKU45shIYpz5iL299Vw0mwjVTDMGi-szDYNVJ_H4cH6u9WwpOYZiK3aOOrcHRNPGOShh8n-d6XpGILSIR9DlbLw5-Go3thfW89e7-dIymZmCc2dTAFL71Cn81b0iV-88S3gT7NyJtG1Jc7fr6BIv4ueVsiifR9F8rZTmiAzNknGTUA4ZWtncvNa1qK_3zfGgd4pk1TL-kY_awICO1mGMa8cHDg3lUj4WTgkg-6D6piXfgdpO_zfdMm1rhkwBTHaokqffP-HUs78P_RbKFoIFn0A49kXDXJSLo0VAafPkop8C76J9apc-_8U5SXxoVWALjTxHqJcsWyVw9bVbQosS3eEufaJrGtLssHPL14oUtJCozk2afoAMYuTrOIjPBdxOZsoYJ4Pb9qUPl2KQPx8Io8Dmmby6kl6rZjGYOXmttnWH5sr7SM27Yzssf5fUKc8I4e5NHYUYOX50oJPvLH7mHel_xEO4JAEYYZAUJCa-XOQDEBmCpDRUyKCRUX0ilsi_5i3n2_ybntmaSvdwxOaJt6mtU9OAJ5RJdKjN00iktv8ON3aAq-m17ppkLWTkUZINCAZnkRReMcvC7rGgJ-RbJXjSGzen_cHRYTeODbL5ZPYQBbHwFF-q0PttdriqYKIPs_NLVeiQWbARQq5hkg4P_9XJWJXfodFZKKGvPK6C5hFNPA7z7FP2VtMqZVDtvU7bLJgOONx8D5HxsrcRbpxwt10dmCQWH2yz-KEQOC3JaMlbBzknH0UTE6KSeofFHR4DPxKp5p255dscqEoxTjYHrsANgtIKyRphS2kSH_j5DFVdFEbRdCsz4Jh9ypwAx0GBXg8P-iaSt6WoZn6KQ87le2xnPOYBuO5NcztzamfIdpqPcan1-bFvaEkLueWqxC1WS7K_RTT7gpq6k49vaqscVOcjL7kpKJs7pXpxNgw2HJ4hE-x4A-fMrYP-LNRVfJ7nFc4Y_zvG6xuByURY7YmJr3XWXpW9B0U0W4rYqBvZcWrkYK1jom19MY1Q8TvfNcCAQzOoAVBvnR0K54pNOy4fClpE4hvOTazajbhl4jOAaJ8UGNuoQJd0k0meVnTibdSOJ5nLQcRH2HZzWpboqtiVo54E1uMsJes6jeEDJEslTp54V0JicGQ5v7d-2kuxpTP4vxh20IMcQHG9hm4z4I6uIOf442rb7j8E5QrHsVlgO005lyNOA35sk_cegp8MboQy5QFKED4xHnSjAlbEK3cMzLe7Q81_InRFrXCPf1aMJ7CAPN1GD0RDUyNVXdy2HMgfYuawKCvfcrfsKFXywwlQr-T4M51lFVrPw5as1cwkXpXqCM7WBNsBYlu-GemCBUw8scJEBRMaW3pVTbo4ZnRf2fc_zVFALDTLwUZ5ywi24u8CnPd8rZh7eMF3bCEDruG0bsvYt96G55-e4PqY9rbmYG8ZkXzO6i02iGxIQyxV1Tk9TbM_hwgpCHOAHewRvBSkresw2Q9_5WP09jbfTYPpcNp3WFecXsVkMqEY83YRzjMUiLT1R70L0Kgh2Mp6tHvIKa6b1R_YaBy0LdgIvGJN886LdHHvpAzlmi3ODEZL5AAexJNcvyWls0VDOQiPvF6OPIBIn_GOo1mVxlwIqpFg03pRJLZzlQZc0fcmoxlYX6H59JpyoY2UKxT8lQQGVep2ke8u5szPMheF84f9HUjyHR8BKOvvApQwcWrlH6BJrrskgmkoMBHmE0Dtl8o2kN0YI02CzdJjd-utRmGNi6d996n458RkVnSWzNucqBtO440OW5qTNlJihVKPv774NsL7I08jPeQTqWa-twMB-p4bcpbu5bnWGmo8ceKwMCqwDqYBTEVS1Rb-ttga2pvnf0-9C2b0waMfMFDrIRrFK08pEWPyH6LvQf0dfzjm9Hn2Bwd4I_uzmIu_JhUsMyrt2q4rbFpiJQauLGWK7M9QNjSAaVdWTkSaYsjf_GZ8bPXGED4dE6EbJdZ-Jnw7-7mkIzGqgd9Ccz8LBTMGOH7oEN79Hs4VJ7aJW9t5sVVXFKRLiVVOO21MR2WYZf0tN1jsUb-BXHl18Tr16OFTSvKM6rOVgSnosC3729GDyNs39QPwR8f5uD3BgawEkQUAtGWa4SV7ioSWtYq0ugHjM20QxFu6UcpaqwaVLIlghCuhGBf788G5OVjwfuCLH8jDy75q3Ic970B0U8Vtn9VngZYjAJJtHuGfmH82D_ctxJvOtQytB1EeenLAL8wEYibBeguWZUAHPjIzF0bNdVywTe_ZAqXNt0KlxLI_TcGcuEE4S2MuZAEnI-WW2sgsWqOXbI9EJDamg5UdUg3N9O8m42c71UkT7AInQ2ZcW_R0DYL5qfJo-DA1YqWBKKi96E65zF3RSbRChFTwZ0Ah5Z65drq7JEJbvixoFlFwhfItQpBuOE-RUdaZPJpPVekmI9W-KWpCvVLeddm7BbBKUwsYoBZdFFH_3zOHTwv6GsFq8VP4rel2x4x2xbKk6PjjMNVT1OELVGznw28fLJhk2HCDcU64GUtV6IKmunS9VEDmWu50vPJCPXsaGO7uDZOt3vIkOXwGnaa-OZ64C6A3YtCY9C4RUWV50np_9uc8GsKeJmbu6EpID4xtOsC0RFeNEjkT5JW3DsidBKtaA8-xV2lxv6x28MfPlUJA5_dwco5o_ATBaLGrTQyWWbJ8QFDCZ5GYZF9NhAnIiFzMM7A&opi=122715837
https://www.npr.org/2024/06/13/1197965227/google-search-quality-algorithm-documents-leak
https://www.npr.org/2024/06/13/1197965227/google-search-quality-algorithm-documents-leak
https://www.npr.org/2024/06/13/1197965227/google-search-quality-algorithm-documents-leak
https://www.npr.org/2024/06/13/1197965227/google-search-quality-algorithm-documents-leak


Sponsor Message

Mehta said the evidence at trial showed the importance of the default settings. He
noted that Microsoft's Bing search engine has 80% share of the search market on
the Microsoft Edge browser. The judge said that shows other search engines can
be successful if Google is not locked in as the predetermined default option.

Still, Mehta credited the quality of Google's product as an important part of its
dominance, as well, saying flatly that "Google is widely recognized as the best
(general search engine) available in the United States."

The Consumer Choice Center, a lobbying group that has fought other attempts to
rein in businesses, decried Mehta’s decision as a step in the wrong direction. “The
United States is drifting toward the anti-tech posture of the European Union, a
part of the world that makes almost nothing and penalizes successful American
companies for their popularity,” said Yael Ossowski, the center’s deputy director.

What changes or penalties should be imposed?

Mehta's conclusion that Google has been running an illegal monopoly sets up
another legal phase to determine what sorts of changes or penalties should be
imposed to reverse the damage done and restore a more competitive landscape.

The potential outcome could result in a wide-ranging order requiring Google to
dismantle some of the pillars of its internet empire or prevent it from shelling out
billions annually to ensure its search engine automatically answers queries on the
iPhone and other internet-connected devices. After the next phase, the judge
could conclude only modest changes are required to level the playing field.

“Google’s loss in its search antitrust trial could be a huge deal — depending on the
remedy,” said Emarketer senior analyst Evelyn Mitchell-Wolf. “A forced divestiture
of the search business would sever Alphabet from its largest source of revenue.
But even losing its capacity to strike exclusive default agreements could be
detrimental for Google. Its ubiquity is its biggest strength, especially as
competition heats up among AI-powered search alternatives.”

Regardless she added, a drawn-out appeals process will delay any immediate
effects for both consumers and advertisers.

Lee Hepner, senior legal counsel for the American Economic Liberties Project,
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believes the tenor of Mehta’s ruling makes it likely the judge will decide to prohibit
Google from making default search deals and may even look at separating some of
its different lines of business.

The appeals process could take as long as five years, predicted George Hay, a law
professor at Cornell University who was the chief economist for the Justice
Department’s antitrust division for most of the 1970s. That lengthy process will
enable Google to fend off the likelihood of Mehta banning default search
agreements, Hay said, but it probably won’t shield the company from class-action
lawsuits citing the judge’s findings that advertisers were gouged with monopolistic
pricing.

Here's how Microsoft and Apple could be affected

If there is a significant shakeup, it could turn out to be a coup for Microsoft,
whose own power was undermined during the late 1990s when the Justice
Department targeted the software maker in an antitrust lawsuit accusing it of
abusing the dominance of its Windows operating system on personal computers to
lock out competition.

That Microsoft case mirrored the one brought against Google in several ways and
now the result could also echo similarly. Just as Microsoft's bruising antitrust
battle created distractions and obstacles that opened up more opportunities for
Google after its 1998 inception, the decision against Google could be a boon for
Microsoft, which already has a market value of more than $3 trillion. At one time,
Alphabet was worth more than Microsoft, but now trails its rival with a market
value of about $2 trillion.

If Mehta decides to limit or ban Google’s default search deals, it could squeeze
Apple’s profits, too. Although parts of his decision were redacted to protect
confidential business information, Mehta noted that Google paid Apple an
estimated $20 billion in 2022, doubling from 2020. The judge also noted Apple
has periodically considered building its own search technology, but backed off that
after a 2018 analysis estimated the company would lose more than $12 billion in
revenue during the first five years after a break-up with Google.
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Sponsor Message

Google’s payments have helped Apple’s steadily growing services division, which
generated $85 billion in revenue during the company’s last fiscal year. Apple didn’t
immediately respond to a request for comment.

The Justice Department’s antitrust division has recently taken on some of the
biggest companies in the world. It sued Apple in March and in May announced a
sweeping lawsuit against Ticketmaster and its owner, Live Nation Entertainment.
Antitrust enforcers have also opened investigations into the roles Microsoft,
Nvidia and OpenAI have played in the artificial intelligence boom.

The Biden administration has won some big cases, including blocking mergers of
some of the world’s biggest publishers as well as JetBlue Airways and Spirit
Airlines. It’s also had some notable setbacks, including in the sugar and healthcare
industries.

Google faces several other legal threats both in the U.S. and abroad. In September,
a federal trial is scheduled to begin in Virginia over the Justice Department’s
allegations that Google’s advertising technology constitutes an illegal monopoly.

google antitrust antitrust laws

BUSINESS

JetBlue and Spirit abandon their decision to merge after it was blocked by a judge

BUSINESS

‘It is time to break up Live Nation-Ticketmaster’: Justice Department sues concert ticket behemoth
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